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schools in the Ukrainian provinces of the Russian Empire in the second half of 19th to early
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Nauczyciele diecezjalnych szkél zefiskich w guberniach ukraifskich Imperium Rosyj-
skiego, drugiej potowy XIX i na poczatku XX wieku: portret zbiorowy

Streszczenie: Artykul przedstawia zbiorowy portret nauczycieli diecezjalnych szkét zen-
skich w guberniach ukraifiskich Imperium Rosyjskiego w drugiej potlowie XIX i na poczatku
XX wieku. Analizie poddano gléwne cechy tej grupy, w tym poziom wyksztalcenia, staz pra-
cy, specjalizacje i nauczane przedmioty, wynagrodzenia oraz strukture plci. W opracowaniu
wykorzystano opracowang przez autorke baze danych nauczycieli przedmiotéw obowigz-
kowych w diecezjalnych szkotach zenskich.

Stowa kluczowe: diecezjalne szkoly zeriskie, historia os§wiaty, nauczycielki, portret zbioro-
wy, edukacja, baza danych.
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In 1843, the first school for girls of clerical rank opened in Tsarskoe Selo. It became
amodel for clerical institutions of women’s education across the Russian Empire. In 1913,
74 such schools were in operation, with a total enrollment of about 25,000 students'. One
of the most important turning points in their history is associated with the empire-wide
transformations of the 1860s and 1870s. The great reforms of these years gave a push
to social modernization. Industrialization and the expansion of civil society opened up
new spheres of activity for all citizens. The socio-economic conditions, demographic
behavior, and attitude towards women’s education were all changing, which in turn
encouraged young girls to pursue secondary and higher education in order to ‘earn
their daily bread’. Amidst all these developments, the Church did not remain a passive
observer but made efforts to keep up with the times. Institutions of clerical education
began to move away from the estate principle. Eparchial schools, among others, required
and underwent changes to remain competitive with other forms of women'’s education.
Beginning in 1868, they opened their doors not only to members of the clerical estate,
but also to girls from other social groups. Eparchial women’s schools were an important
link in the system of women’s education in the Russian Empire during the second half
of the 19th and early 20th centuries, as they played a significant role in the process
of women’s emancipation and integration into society, which was rapidly changing
throughout this period.

The following article focuses on teachers of eparchial women'’s schools in the
Ukrainian provinces of the Russian Empire as a professional group and aims to present
their collective portrait. We analyze this group based on such characteristics as level of
education, gender makeup, specialization, length of work, full- or part-time employ-
ment, and more, and propose to compare it with the teaching corps of women’s gymna-
siums and theological seminaries.

The efficiency and success of the educational process always hinges on the co-
operation of two actors - the teacher and the student. The study of eparchial school
teachers can deepen our understanding of the character and operation of these institu-
tions and their place in the history of Ukrainian education. However, this professional
‘corporation” has never been the focus of specialized research, and some of the scholarly
statements on this subject have been contradictory and unfounded.

Researchers of the 19th and early 20th centuries made a significant contribution
to the study of eparchial women’s schools in the Russian Empire. Works were published
on the history of these institutions in general and on a number of individual schools.
However, the accent in such studies was on indentifying the principal milestones in the
history of eparchial women’s schools and describing their curriculum. Works of this
period are also characterized by the predominance of factual material over analysis,
since most of them were written by amateur historians who taught in these institutions
or served as their principals or trustees. The teaching staff of eparchial schools was
studied very little at this time, save for a few press articles on the financial plight of
eparchial teachers?.

! Poccuvickmit rocygapcTBeHHEIN ctopudeckuit apxus (PITIA), &. 802, om. 11, 1. 80, O pedopme
eTIapXMaJTbHBIX JKeHCKUX YUVIINILI, J1. 2 00.

2 3abvimote yuusuwa, ,llepkosrele Bemomoctn”, 1905, Ne 51-52, s.  1606-1607; 3abvimuiii Y2040k
(K Bonpocy o nosoxenuu yuedHO-BOCNUMANEALHO0 NePCOHAAA 6 enapXualbHbIX JKeHCKUX YUUAUUAX),
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Soviet historiography ignored this subject almost completely. Problems of women’s
education were considered mainly in connection with the participation of women in the
revolutionary movement. The history of clerical women’s education remained outside the
sphere of interests of Soviet researchers for many decades®.

The modern historiography of eparchial women’s schools is still in its infancy and
is represented by a few works on the development of these educational institutions in
different parts of Ukraine, most often giving a basic outline of their history or discussing the
educational process*. Unfortunately, such works sometimes feature unverified statements
about the teaching staff of eparchial schools. Thus, historian H. V. Stepanenko, in her
very detailed analysis of the evolution of the educational process in eparchial schools
after the introduction of the 1868 statute, noted that all eparchial teachers necessarily had
undergraduate degrees’, which is not correct. However, there are also works that mark
important first steps in the exploration of various aspects of the educational process in
eparchial schools, their student body and the everyday life of eparchial girls, and other
subjects®. They point to promising avenues for the study of teachers of eparchial women's
schools and introduce new statistical data on this professional group.

Socio-professional groups can be analyzed using a variety of methods, including
with the help of prosopographic databases, the compilation of which has become very
popular in recent years. However, many such databases for the early modern and modern
eras mainly focus on the biographies of individuals in power. The first collective portrait
of a category of teachers in Ukrainian historiography based on a prosopographic database
was created by Liudmyla Posokhova, who studied the faculty of Ukraine’s Orthodox
collegiums in the 18th century”.

»Pycckas mkona”, 1912, Ne 2, s. 84-97; K 30-semuto cyujecmBobanuis enapxuaivHo2o KenHcko2o YuuAuuy,
,1lepkosHble Bemomocti”, 1897, Ne 44, s. 1595-1597; K Bonpocy o Hyx0ax enapxuasbHbix KeHCKUX YuuAuy,
,, OBpasosanne”, 1894, Ne 5-6, s. 512-521; K Bonpocy o wmammnux npenodabamersix 6 enapxuasbHuix KeHCKUx
yuuaumyax, ,1epkosuemt BectHuk”, 1897, No 35, s. 1105-1109.

® Ouepku ucmopuu uixosst u nedaeoeuveckoil mvicau CCCP (6mopas nosobuna XIX bexa) / Ots. pen. A.
V. ITuckyros, Mocksa 1978; Ouepxu ucmopuu uikoast u nedaeoeuveckoii mvicau CCCP (xoner XIX - nauaso
XX 6exa) / Ots. pen. 2. . Juenpos, Mocksa 1991.

¢ B. A. Dobposonbceka, Habuanns 6 enapxiasvnux xinouux yuusuwax I1i6ona Vpainu y opyeii no-
206uni XIX - na nouamky XX cmosimms, ,,Haykosi samvicky TepHOMiIbCbKOTO HalliOHaJILHOTO IIeflaro-
riuHoro yHiBepcuTeTy iMeHi Bomommmmpa I'marioka”, 2008, Byt 3, s. 54-59; K. Kopnienko, Opeanisayis
HABuabHO20 Npoyecy B enapxiasvHux KiHouux yuuiuwax (Ha mamepiarax aibobepexcoi YVkpainu), ,BicHVMK
YepHiriBchKoro HaIlioHaIBHOTO IleJaroTigHoro yHiBepcnTeTy: 36ipHMK. Cepis: Icropuani Haykm”, 2012,
Ne 9,s. 165-168; K. Kwrsiko, Peopeanizayia enapxiasvHux inouux yuuuw seiono 3i Cmamymom 1868
poxy, ,CisepstHCchKu mitormic”, 2013, Ne 3, s. 86-90; JI. M. MoiceeHko, €napxiatvre yuusuue micma
Mapiynoas, ,Hosi cTopinku icropii JorbGacy: 36. craren”, 2003, s. 223-229; 1. B. Cecax, JKinoui 0yxobni
yuusuua npadocaabroeo Gidomcmba na Iodirai y opyeitt nosobuni XIX - na nouamxy XX cm., ,,OcsiTa, Hayka
i xympTypa Ha [Tomii. 36ipaMK HayKoBux nparp”’, 2007, s. 249-254; A. B. Cearaenko, Cmanobienns
ma po3Bumoxk xinouux oyxobrux yuusuuy a Ilpabodepexnitt Vipaini: opyea nosobuna XIX - nouamox XX cm.,
,,Bicauk HartionasieHo1 akameMii KepiBHMX Kafpis KymbTyp i mycterrrs”, 2013, Ne 3, s. 170-176.

5 T. B. CrenaneHko, XKinoui 0yxobri wikoau 8 YVipaini y XIX - na nouamxy XX cm.: wiasx 6i0 esemen-
mapHoi 0o paxoBoi nedaeoeiumoi ochimu, ,ITpobmemu icropii Yxpairm XIX - XX ct.”, 2007, Butm. 13, s. 192.

¢ C. Hwxuikosa, €napxiaishi xinoui yuuiuwa 6 Yipaini (Opyea nosobuna XIX - nouamox XX cm.),
Xapkis 2018; O. . Ilomosa, B cmenax konbuxma...(Ouepku nobcedHebHOl KuU3HI KeHCKUX eNnapXUaibHbLX
yuuauwy), Pazane 2006.

7 JI. YO. TIlocoxosa, Ha nepexpecmi kyavmyp, mpaduyii, enox: npabociabui xoseeiymu Ykpainu
nanpuxinyi XVII - na nouamxy XIX cm., Xapkis 2011., s. 233-274.
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The following prosopographic portrait of the teaching corps of eparchial wom-
en’s schools in the Ukrainian lands draws on our database Teachers of Mandatory Subjects
in Eparchial Women’s Schools, which covers the teaching staff of the Volhynia, Tulchyn,
and Kharkiv eparchial women'’s schools and the First Kyiv Women’s School of the De-
partment of Orthodox Confession. These institutions were chosen because the records
of their teachers, including personal data, are the fullest available. Furthermore, they are
sufficiently representative of the country as a whole, located as they were in Ukraine’s
western, central, and eastern eparchies. They were also different in size. The Kharkiv
school had the largest number of students in the land, while the Tulchyn and Volhynia
schools were among the smallest. The school in Kyiv was close to the average in this
regard.

In creating the database, we employed a source-oriented approach - that is, all
information about individual teachers found in various types of records was included.
The most informative sources for our purposes were reports on the state of eparchi-
al women’s schools sent annually to the Committee on Education at the Holy Synod.
While early reports contained only teachers’ first and last names and subjects taught, in
the mid-1870s such documents began to include information on the educational make-
up of the teaching staff. Staring in the 1880s, reports on the state of eparchial schools
featured a special section on the teachers, providing data on education, specialization,
salary, workload, other jobs held, and, if available, the civilian class rank. In total, in-
formation on 375 teachers was entered into the database, of which 122 worked at the
Kharkiv, 66 - Volhynia, and 71 - Tulchyn eparchial schools, and 116 - at the First Kyiv
Women'’s School of the Department of Orthodox Confession. The catalog consists of 12
fields that contain descriptions of such attributes as educational level, duration of teach-
ing, subjects taught, and others.

The first aspect we will discuss is the educational level of eparchial school teach-
ers in the second half of the 19th to early 20th centuries, which represents one of the key
characteristics for understanding this group. Such information was available for 280 out
of 375 persons in the database. Of these 280, 101 teachers (36.1 percent) had the degree
of candidate of theology, 23 (8.2 percent) - a master’s degree in theology, 25 (8.9 percent)
- a candidate’s degree from a university or institute, 3 (1.2 percent) - the degree of doc-
tor of medicine, 21 (7.5 percent) were graduates of theological seminaries, 33 (11.8 per-
cent) were enrolled in theological seminaries, 29 (10.3 percent) graduated from eparchial
women’s schools or women’s schools of the Department of Orthodox Confession, 13
(4.6 percent) were graduates of women’s gymnasiums, institutes for noble maidens, or
private women’s boarding schools, 5 (1.8 percent) completed studies at higher women’s
schools, and 27 (9.6 percent) can be categorized as ‘sundry’, including teachers desig-
nated as ‘free artists” or ‘learned draughtsmen’, graduates of fine arts schools and trade
schools, one person with a master’s degree in agriculture, and one with a bachelor’s
degree from the Kyiv Theological Academy. The Kharkiv eparchial school boasted the
highest number of teachers with university candidate’s degrees - 16 out of 25. This, of
course, had to do with the fact that the city was also home to Kharkiv University; how-
ever, the presence of St. Volodymyr’s University in Kyiv, as we can see, did not have
a similar effect on the educational level of the teaching staff of the First Kyiv Women's
School of the Department of Orthodox Confession.
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We can see that both teachers with higher and secondary education worked in
eparchial schools. In most of the schools in our database, the majority of the teaching
staff had undergraduate and graduate degrees, the latter including candidate’s and
master’s degrees in theology, university candidate’s degrees, and doctorates of medi-
cine and agriculture.

Analysis of the records of schools for girls of clerical rank shows that all teachers
in these institutions belonged to the clerical estate. The reorganization of the 1860s led
to changes in the composition of the teaching staff of eparchial schools, which during
the period from the 1870s to 1918 included members of both the clerical and lay estates.

We may note that the 1843 statute of schools for girls of clerical rank featured no
requirements regarding the teachers’ level of education. The 1868 statute of eparchial
schools, on the other hand, made a secondary or higher degree mandatory®. According
to our database, the Kharkiv Eparchial Women’s School employed 49 teachers (or 53
percent) with higher education and 43 (or 47 percent) with secondary education. There
were 35 teachers (73 percent) with higher education and 13 (27 percent) with secondary
education working at the Volhynia Eparchial Women’s School; 55 teachers (73 percent)
with higher education and 20 (27 percent) with secondary education taught at the
First Kyiv Women’s School of the Department of Orthodox Confession. The Tulchyn
Eparchial Women’s School, however, employed 29 teachers with higher education (only
46 percent) and 36 (54 percent) with secondary education. Most of the teachers (207, or
74 percent) received a clerical education in theological academies, seminaries, eparchial
women’s schools, or women’'s schools of the Department of Orthodox Confession.

We have not been able to detect in the available sources the existence of any
competitive hiring procedures in eparchial women'’s schools. School boards seem to have
paid no attention to the pedagogical abilities or qualifications of candidates. Consider,
for instance, an episode from the history of the Katerynoslav Eparchial Women’s School.
In 1891, the school board hired Anna Balash, who claimed that she had graduated from
the Kyiv Higher Women’s School, but did not provide a certificate of completion. Balash
taught history in the upper grades, but in 1898 she was transferred to teach arithmetic
in the lower grades due to the “weak knowledge of her subject”. In the following years,
the school board received numerous complaints from parents about the eparchial girls’
low level of knowledge in arithmetic. And only in October 1907 did the local eparchial
congress of the clergy decide that the post of the teacher of arithmetic should be held
by a person with an undergraduate degree, and Balash was fired as a result’. She had,
however, worked at the school for 16 years. This tendency can probably be explained
by the unpopularity of work in eparchial women’s schools due to the meager wages
and lack of social security or career prospects. We should note here that theological
seminaries were also not known for high standards when it came to the pedagogical
skills of their teachers™.

The project of a new statute of eparchial women’s schools drafted in 1915 raised
the educational requirements for both principals and teachers. It was proposed that

8 INoanoe cobpanue saxonob Poccuticxotr umnepuu (IIC3PU), Cobpanme 2, T. 43, Cri6. 1868, Ne 46271,
s. 257.

° PTUA, ¢. 802, omr. 10, 1. 22, ITo enmapxmajibHbIM JKeHCKUM yuYwInIam, j1. 233-244.

10 A. B. Cymxo, [yxobrvie cemunapuu 6 nopegpopmennont Poccuu (1861-1884 ee.), CII6. 2010, s. 165.
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a principal should be a graduate of a higher educational institution for women and
have a teaching experience of at least 10 years. Paragraph 117 of the draft stated that
prospective teachers had to be graduates of theological academies with a degree no
lower than candidate of theology, or persons with degrees from secular institutions
of higher education. Teachers with secondary education were only allowed to teach
‘modern languages’. The statute also asserted that women who graduated from
women’s gymnasiums, institutes for noble maidens, eparchial women’s schools, or
women’s schools of the Department of Orthodox Confession could only teach the first
four grades. The same provision applied to current students of theological academies
and theological seminaries'’. However, the statute was never adopted.

A noticeable trend in the development of eparchial schools was the growing
share of women teachers. Initially, the teaching staff in such schools was mostly male.
At the time of the opening of the Kharkiv School for Girls of Clerical Rank, it had one
female teacher - Ye. I. Kolosovska, daughter of the deacon'®. At the First Kyiv School for
Girls of Clerical Rank, female teachers first appeared in the 1870s™. The trend towards
employing more women teachers in eparchial schools becomes more marked in the
1890s. For example, at the Volhynia school in the academic year 1898-1899, 3 out of 9
teachers were women™. In the academic year 1890-1891, of the 19 teachers working at
the Katerynoslav eparchial school, 7 were women®; in the academic year 1894-1895, it
was 9 out of 20'. There were 19 teachers on the staff of the Odesa eparchial school in the
1892-1893 academic year, 8 of whom were women'; in the academic year 1897-1898, the
respective figures were 26 and 11". The Chernihiv school employed 15 teachers in the
academic year 1890-1891, including 6 women'’; in the 1896-1897 academic year, however,
the number of women decreased to 5 out of 17 teachers®. Most women teachers working
in eparchial schools taught at the same school they graduated from. It should be noted
that while women teachers came to dominate elementary education around the turn of

" PIVIA, &. 802, om. 11, 1. 80, O pedopme enapxmaIbHbIX JKeHCKMX yavuTnI, J1. 82-84.

12 XapvroBcroe enapxuaivroe xenckoe yuuauuje: FObua. co. (6 uions 1854 e. - 6 utona 1904 e.), XappKon
1904, s. 13.

B I1. Konenxmii, Mcmopuueckas sanucka o cocmosnuu 1-e0 Kuebckoeo xenckoeo yuuiuma, cocmosuezo
100 Boicouatiuum noxpobumenscmbom Ee Vmnepamopckoeo Besuuecmba Tocyoapvinu Mmnepampuys: Mapuu
DedopobrvL 6 meuenuu nepboeo namudecsamusenus eeo cyujecmbobanusn (1861-1911), Knep 1911, s. 210-221.

4 Omuem o cocmoanuu Boavirckoeo enapxuasvroeo xenckozo yuusuwa sa 1898/99 yuebroitl 200 8 yuedHo-
bocnumameavrHom omuowenuu, Ilouaen 1899, s. 1-2.

15 Omuem o cocmoanuu Examepunociabekoeo enapxuaivhoeo xenckoeo yuusuua sa 1890-91 yuebroiii 200
no yuedbHo-Bocnumamenvron uacmu, ,ExaTepmHOCIaBcKme emapxvaabHble BeqoMoctn”, 1892, Ne 5, s. 91-
93.

16 Omuem o cocmosnuu Examepunociabckoeo enapxuaivhoeo xenckoeo yuuiuua sa 1894-95 yuebmoiil 200
no yuedbHo-Bocnumamenvron uacmu, ,ExaTepmHOCIaBcKMe emapxyaabHble BeqoMoctn”, 1896, Ne 1, s. 12-
14.

7 Omuem o cocmosanuu O0eccko2o0 enapxuaibHo20 KeHcko2o YHUuAUWa 10 yuebHo-ocnumaneavHot 4acmu
3a 1892/93 yuebnwiti 200, Omecca 1894, s. 5-6.

8 Omuem o cocmoanuu Odecckoeo enapxuasbHoeo xeucko2o yuuiuuga 3a 1896/97 yuebHuiii 200 no yuedHo-
Bbocnumamenvrou uacmu, Omecca 1898, s. 6-8.

¥ Omuem o cocmoanuu YepnueoBckoeo enapxuaivroeo xenckozo yuusuwa 3a 1890/91 yuebHuvii 200 6
yuebHo-Bocnumamenvrom omuowenuy, Yepauros 1891, s. 3-6.

X Omuem o cocmoanuu HepHueoBckoeo enapxuaivro2o xerckozo yuusuwa 3a 1896/97 yuebHuiii 200 6
yuebHo-Bocnumamenvrom omuowenuy, Yepauros 1898, s. 3-5.
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the 20th century?, teaching in institutions of secondary and higher education remained
the prerogative of men.

Our database shows that gender also affected teaching specialization. Mathemat-
ical disciplines were mostly taught by men (88 percent of teachers in this field); teachers
of natural sciences were 90 percent male and 10 percent female; 88 percent of teachers
in the humanities were men; divine law and drawing were taught only by men, and
craftwork and gymnastics - only by women. The teaching of calligraphy was equally
distributed - 50 percent men and 50 percent women. Among teachers of hygiene, 62
percent were men and 38 percent were women. The prevalence of men in the teaching
of the exact and natural sciences in eparchial schools was in keeping with the overall
gender distribution in the profession®.

We can also see that in practice, instructors in eparchial schools often combined
the teaching of several or more subjects. In men’s theological seminaries before their
reform in 1867, it also sometimes happened that a teacher taught two or more subjects,
including those he did not specialize in. However, the 1867 statute of theological
seminaries disallowed combining the teaching of subjects from different fields of
knowledge®. There were no such restrictions in eparchial women’s schools, where
teachers taught several subjects at the same time fairly often, sometimes in completely
different fields. For example, at the First Kyiv Women’'s School of the Department of
Orthodox Confession, 92 teachers (84 percent) taught only one subject, 15 (13 percent)
taught two subjects, and 3 (3 percent) taught three subjects. Combining the teaching
of four, five, and sometimes even six subjects was also not unheard of. At the Kharkiv
eparchial school, 80 teachers (66 percent) taught one subject, 22 (18 percent) taught two,
15 (12 percent) taught three, and 5 (4 percent) taught four subjects. At the Tulchyn school,
29 teachers (44 percent) taught one subject, 12 (18 percent) taught two, 12 (18 percent)
taught three, 7 (11 percent) taught four subjects, and 6 (9 percent) taught five. At the
Volhynia Eparchial Women’s School, 35 teachers (53 percent) taught one subject, 12 (18
percent) - two subjects, 7 (11 percent) - three subjects, 6 (9 percent) - four subjects, 4 (6
percent) - five subjects, and 2 (3 percent) - six subjects. Sometimes teachers drastically
changed fields, for instance from mathematical disciplines to philological or vice versa.

Such practices can be explained by financial necessity. Eparchial schools relied
primarily on their respective eparchies for funding, and their budgets therefore varied.
In those schools that could not afford to pay their teachers much, it was common to teach
several subjects at the same time in order to have more paid hours and, accordingly,
earn higher salary. For instance, at the Kharkiv Eparchial Women’s School teachers
usually taught several related disciplines, such as arithmetic, geometry, physics, and
cosmography, or calligraphy, drawing, and painting, or history, Russian literature, and
history of pedagogy. The situation at the Volhynia and Tulchyn schools, on the other
hand, was more complicated. Teachers there could combine subjects from very different
fields. Thus, I. V. Kokhanovsky at the Tulchyn school taught divine law, arithmetic,

2 0. O. Opau, Posbumox nouamxoboi ocbimu 8 Vipaini (1861-1917 pp.): duc...xano. icm. Hayk, Xapkis
2001, s. 95.
2 Q. IlnmaxoTHiK, Buumerv i Guumensvka: eendepruii anasis oouiei npodpecii, ,,Studia Methodologica:

anpMaHax. TepHomie”, 2008, Bum. 25: AHTponIONTOTis iTepaTypy: KOMyHIKallisl, MOBa, TLTeCHICTB, s. 312.
% A.B., Cymxo A. B. Tyxo6nuvie cemunapuu 6 nopegpopmenroni Poccuu (1861-1884 2e.), CI16. 2010, s. 159.
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geography, history, and church singing. At the Volhynia school, M. I. Yasievych
lectured in the Russian language, theory of literature, arithmetic, geography, history,
and didactics. Naturally, members of school boards and representatives of the eparchial
clergy often demanded that this problem be dealt with*. The practice certainly had a
negative impact on the educational process, since teachers could not be specialists in
different fields at the same time.

Length of work is another aspect of the professional experience of eparchial
teachers that deserves attention. In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the lack of old-
age pensions, benefits, short-term financial aid, or bonuses for seniority for eparchial
teachers and the fact that their salary was lower than that of the teachers of theological
seminaries and schools were often discussed in the press. Many articles on this subject
stressed that lack of social security led to low staff retention in eparchial schools, which
negatively affected the educational process®. In the Chief Procurator’s reports to the
Holy Synod, this problem was also often brought up as a factor affecting the quality of
teaching in eparchial schools.

We found information on length of work for 366 out of 375 teachers in our data-
base, covering the entire period of the existence of the Kharkiv, Tulchyn, and Volhynia
eparchial women’s schools and the First Kyiv Women'’s School of the Department of
Orthodox Confession, which makes our sample fairly representative. Most teachers did
not stay long in eparchial schools. Of the 366 persons we have the data for, 228 worked
from six months to four years; 65 teachers worked from five to ten years; and only a few
devoted their whole life to their school. Thus, N. I. Kahan, after graduating from the
Kyiv women’s school, proceeded to work there for 44 years (the record for the school),
teaching arithmetic and geography. The record for the longest career at the Kharkiv
Eparchial Women’s School (33 years) was held by Candidate of Theology O. F. Ver-
telovsky, who taught history. It is noteworthy that of the 366 teachers in our sample
only 54 worked for more than 15 years, including 15 women (28 percent). Of these 54
teachers, 21 had secondary and 25 - higher education.

So, for most teachers, work in an eparchial school was not a job for life. In
particular, we have reasons to suppose that it was perceived as temporary by former
scholarship students of theological institutions. For each year of study, they had to
spend a year and a half serving in the system of clerical education®. An eparchial school
often became just such a place of temporary employment; 123 out of 366 teachers (33.6
percent) worked in eparchial schools for only six months to two years.

In clerical periodicals of the second half of the 19th and early 20th centuries, we
encounter the idea that lack of social security led to the emergence of a large group
of part-time teachers who taught classes in eparchial women’s schools as a form of
occasional or secondary employment. This negatively affected the quality of instruction,
as part-time teachers could not devote much time or attention to their eparchial students.
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Some authors also claimed that such part-time employees usually did not stay long in
eparchial schools”. Our research disproves this view. Only 33 part-time teachers (27
percent of the staff) worked at the Kharkiv school, 44 (38 percent) at the Kyiv school,
and 29 (44 percent) at the Volhynia school. On the basis of our data, we can also say that
part-time teachers had the same workload as full-time teachers - from 4 to 12 hours a
week. The length of their employment similarly varied between 1 and 25 years. Annual
reports on the state of eparchial schools provide no evidence of a large number of missed
classes by part-time teachers. On these grounds, it can be argued that part-time teachers
treated their work no less conscientiously than full-time employees. Part-time teaching
as a source of additional income was generally a typical practice for secondary-school
teachers in the second half of the 19th and early 20th centuries.

Analyzing the size of the teaching staff in eparchial women’s schools, we find a
trend towards its gradual increase during our period. The Kharkiv Eparchial Women's
School is a clear example of this dynamic. In the first decade of its existence, between
5 and 7 teachers worked there at various times; the reorganization of the school in
the aftermath of the 1868 statute and introduction of new subjects meant hiring more
teachers. As the student body gradually expanded during the 1880s (with the offering of
preparatory and parallel courses), so did the teaching staff. Beginning in the 1890s, when
parallel courses were introduced in most eparchial schools, their teaching staff swelled.
In the 1894-1895 academic year, the Kharkiv school already employed 33 teachers®. It
should be noted that this school offered parallel courses for all grades. For comparison,
the teaching staff of the Odesa school in the 1897-1898 academic year numbered 26%, the
Chernihiv school in the 1898-1899 academic year had 19 teachers®, and Katerynoslav
school in 1900 - 17 teachers®'.

Despite the growing demand for eparchial education during the second half of
the 19th century, not all eparchial women’s schools expanded their teaching staff. For
example, the Poltava school employed 14 teachers in the 1891-1892 academic year®,
Volhynia school in the 1898-1899 academic year - 11 teachers®, and Tulchyn school in
the 1898-1899 academic year - 10 teachers®. This can be explained by the budgetary
constraints suffered by many schools.
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The prestige of the teaching profession depended greatly on the size of the salary,
which we will consider next. The scholarly literature of the 19th and early 20th centuries
provides almost no data on salaries in eparchial women’s schools. However, historians
often observed that schools for girls of clerical rank, and later the reorganized eparchial
women'’s schools, often had trouble paying their teachers, who sometimes worked all
their lives virtually for free or for paltry wages®.

As already noted, salaries were contingent on each particular school’s resources.
It was the congress of the local eparchial clergy that determined an eparchial school’s
salary range, and sometimes the fate of many teachers depended on the mood of its
participants. With the approval in 1868 of the staff structure for the eparchial women’s
schools, the Holy Synod’s Committee on Education set the standard salary for teachers
at 420 rubles per year for a load of 12 teaching hours per week - that is, 35 rubles for
a so-called ‘annual period’. This salary applied to all teachers, except those teaching
calligraphy and singing, who were to receive 120 rubles a year regardIless of the workload.
Teachers who taught first grade were granted 20 rubles per one class period a week™.
Faculty salaries in theological seminaries, on the other hand, went up considerably
with the introduction of the 1867 statute of institutions of theological education. Thus, a
Bible teacher earned 1,140 rubles a year for 16 periods per week, and a teacher of basic,
dogmatic, and moral theology - 900 rubles for 11 periods per week®.

In the observation of one commentator, the Committee on Education had two
objectives when defining the staff structure for eparchial women’s schools in 1868: first,
to keep the salaries of school employees at a level where they would not become an
unbearable burden on the eparchial clergy, limiting eparchies” ability to set up women'’s
schools under the new statute; and second, not to reduce the salaries so much that it
would be difficult to find qualified applicants®.

In 1872, the Holy Synod allowed the Committee on Education to raise the
suggested salary levels if eparchial schools were able to find the money for it*. However,
our research shows that even the existing officially suggested salaries were too high for
most schools in Ukraine, which did not have the means for a reorganization based on
the new statute of 1868. The Kharkiv Eparchial Women’s School was the only exception
- its administration could afford to slightly increase the school’s salary budget above
the suggested levels.

Teachers were paid per year depending on the workload and their level of
education. Specialization did not affect the pay, except for calligraphy and church
singing - for teachers of these subjects, the salary was usually fixed. From 1854 to 1893,
church singing was taught at the Kharkiv Eparchial Women’s School by the priest
S. Petrovsky, who, starting in 1871, received 250 rubles a year for 8 class periods per
week®. His successor I. V. Petrovsky, a graduate of the Kharkiv Theological Seminary,

% Kuebckoe yuuauue debuy oyxobroeo 36anus, , Kviesckme ermapxvaeaple BemomocTin”, 1864, Ne 5, s. 145.

% [Ipoexm wimama enapxuaibHo20 KeHcKo20 Yuuiuua, ,XapbKOBCKMe eTlapXuaibHble BelOMOCTI”,
1869, Ne 8, s. 481.

% A. B.Cymxo, JlyxoBHvie cemunapuu 6 nopegpopmennon Poccuu (1861-1884 ee.), CII6. 2010, s. 183.

% A. Kysnernios, Enapxuasvhvie xenckue yuuiuuga (no no6ody ucnosnubuieeocs copoxasemus ycmaba
amux yuuauwy), ,1lepxosrsle Bemomocti”, 1909, Ne 10, s. 460.

¥ Hupryaapuvie yxaze: Céameiueeo [TpabumervcmByoujeeo Cunoda (1867-1900 ee.), CI16. 1901., s. 124.

Y Omuem o cocmosanuu XapvkoBckoeo enapxuaibHo20 KeHcko2o yuusuwa no y4ebHoi u npabecmbenno-



Teachers of Eparchial Women's Schools in the Ukrainian Provinces 61

who taught at the school from 1893 to 1918, earned 800 rubles a year for 20 periods
per week*l. At the turn of the 20th century, the teacher of church singing at the Odesa
eparchial school received a salary of 480 rubles a year*. At the Volhynia eparchial school
during the 1880s, however, the teacher of church singing I. M. Mikhalevych earned only
120 rubles a year, and the salary of his successor S. P. Chervinsky was increased to 150
rubles a year®.

Teachers with the degree of candidate of theology or university (institute) can-
didate received from 50 to 75 rubles for an ‘annual period’, which amounted to 500 to
750 rubles a year for 10 class sessions per week. Note that in the 19th century, teach-
ers’ workload and pay were calculated on the basis of ‘annual’ class periods. Thus, for
instance, ‘900 rubles for 12 annual periods’ meant that the teacher taught 12 sessions a
week during the entire academic year and received a yearly salary of 900 rubles. Women
teachers with higher education, who began to appear in eparchial schools only in the
second decade of the 20th century, had the same salary levels as men - they received 60
to 70 rubles per annual period.

Graduates of secondary-level institutions (theological seminaries, gymnasiums,
schools) were paid 40 to 50 rubles per annual period. Depending on the teaching load,
they earned on average between 250 and 800 rubles a year. This salary level for the
eparchial schools was generally established in the 1870s after the approval of the model
staff structure and did not change until 1918. However, the situation on the ground
varied. For example, at the Tulchyn Eparchial Women’s School the teachers began to
earn salaries matching the officially suggested levels only in 1872. In 1884, they were
paid 45 rubles per annual period - that is, with a workload of 10 periods per week a
teacher received only 450 rubles a year*. The pay was no better at the Tavria eparchial
school, where teachers, irrespective of their educational level, earned 400 to 500 rubles a
year. As documented in the dissertation of K. V. Shumsky, full-time teachers, especially
those with higher education, were very few at the Tavria women’s school, and they
came and went quickly®. The salaries at both the Tavria and Tulchyn eparchial schools
were lower than, for example, at the Kharkiv school, despite the fact that their tuition
fees were higher. This is something of a paradox, since tuition was one of the main
sources of income for eparchial schools.

Thus, teachers’ salaries in Ukraine’s eparchial schools did not change signifi-
cantly during the period from 1868, when the new statute was put into effect, to the
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beginning of World War I. Teachers received only the base-line salary; there were nei-
ther overtime pay nor bonuses for academic degrees. In some cases, teachers were paid
‘housing money’, ranging between 60 and 120 rubles. Teachers of theological seminaries
were provided with in-school accommodation. Those who lived away from school due
to lack of room were granted ‘housing money” as well*. Generally, few eparchial school
teachers could boast a decent salary.

In the early years of the 20th century, the economic situation of the majority of the
population of the Russian Empire deteriorated as a result of high inflation, affecting the
prices of food, other consumer goods, and services. With the start of World War I, the
material condition of the teachers and other employees of eparchial women’s schools
eroded even further. This caused a wave of complaints from school administrations
to the Holy Synod about insufficient funding®. The issues of low salaries, lack of
pensions, and high staff turnover in eparchial schools were repeatedly raised in the
press*. Discussions on this subject intensified in the spring and summer of 1917, in
the aftermath of the revolutionary events of February of that year”. However, by 1918
nothing was resolved.

To sum up, the prosopographic portrait of the teachers of eparchial women’s
schools in the Ukrainian provinces of the Russian Empire in the second half of the 19th
to early 20th centuries exhibits several characteristic features. Before the reorganization
of eparchial women’s schools in 1868, all teachers came from the clergy, but already in
the 1870s the share of teachers belonging to the secular estate equaled that of the clergy.
Analysis of the educational makeup of the teaching corps shows the predominance of
persons with higher education who graduated from secular or clerical institutions. For
many teachers, eparchial schools were not the main place of work. An important de-
velopment in the evolution of the teaching corps of eparchial women'’s schools was the
appearance and growing share of female teachers. The data presented in our database
allows us to distinguish between three groups of eparchial school teachers. The first
group included students of institutions of theological education who taught while still
pursuing their studies, as well as graduates of theological institutions who continued
teaching in eparchial schools for some time after graduation because they were obli-
gated to work in the system of clerical education in lieu of tuition. The second group
consisted of former students of eparchial schools who went into teaching immediately
after graduation. The third group included graduates of universities, colleges, theologi-
cal academies, women’s gymnasiums, and higher women’s schools. Overall, the profes-
sional group of eparchial school teachers began to take shape only in the late 19th to
early 20th centuries and was structurally more similar to the teaching corps of wom-
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en’s gymnasiums than that of theological seminaries. Prospects for further research in
this sphere lie in comparing the teachers of eparchial women’s schools in the empire’s
Ukrainian provinces with similar groups in other regions of the Russian Empire, about
which we currently do not know enough.
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