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Annotation: The article explores the role of foreign connections in the life and work of
the prominent Ukrainian educator, scientist, and public figure Vasyl Nazarovych Karazin
(1773-1842) and his interest in international issues and events. Various aspects of Karazin’s
biography are discussed, with a focus on his family history and educational, socio-political,
and scientific endeavors. The author considers Karazin's views and activities in the general
context of the social and cultural situation of the first half of the 19th century and from the
methodological standpoint of global history. The life and work of this notable figure are
approached as a case study in the transformation of intellectual life in the Russian Empire
during the late 18th to first half of the 19th centuries.
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Obce kraje i kultury w zyciu i twérczosci Wasyla Karazina

Streszczenie: W artykule podjeto problematyke roli watkéw zagranicznych w zyciu i
tworczosci wybitnego ukrainiskiego pedagoga, naukowca i osoby publicznej Wasyla
Nazarowycza Karazina (1773-1842) oraz jego zainteresowan problematyka i wydarzeniami
miedzynarodowymi. Omoéwiono rézne aspekty biografii Karazina, ze szczegélnym
uwzglednieniem historii jego rodziny oraz przedsiewzie¢ edukacyjnych, spoteczno-
politycznych i naukowych. Autorka analizuje poglady i dzialalnos¢ Karazina w
og6lnym kontekscie sytuacji spoleczno-kulturowej pierwszej potowy XIX wieku oraz z
metodologicznego punktu widzenia historii §wiata. Zycie i twérczosé tej wybitnej postaci
potraktowano jako studium przypadku transformacji zycia intelektualnego w Imperium
Rosyjskim od korica XVIII do pierwszej potowy XIX wieku.

Stowakluczowe: WasylKarazin, XIXwiek, biografia, transferkultur, dialogmiedzykulturowy.
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1. Introduction.

February 2023 marked the 250th anniversary of the birth of the prominent
educator, scientist, and public intellectual Vasyl Nazarovych Karazin (1773-1842).
He is best known as a key organizational contributor to the establishment of Kharkiv
University - one of the oldest in Ukraine and Eastern Europe. Karazin also became
the first Ukrainian encyclopedist and gained some renown for his original social and
political projects.

Most of Karazin’s life was spent in Sloboda Ukraine - a historical and ethnographic
region of Ukraine centered on the city of Kharkiv. But his contemporaries called him a
‘man of the entire world™ for the breadth of his interests, depth of knowledge, and scale
of the problems he tackled. His driving ambition was, in his own words, “to bring benefit
to my native country”; but he was also deeply curious about events and developments
abroad. One cannot fail to recognize the influence of European culture in the broad sense
of the word on his personality. In our view, exploring Karazin's relations with foreign
scholars, writers, and public figures, as well as “external” influences on his worldview
and activities, is a highly promising avenue of research that will help us consider his
endeavors in a broader geographical, social, and intellectual context.

By “foreign” we understand those countries and peoples that in the late 18th and
early 19th centuries lay outside the borders of the Russian Empire. Countries that were
fully or partially incorporated into the empire at the time (Poland, the Baltic states,
Transcaucasia, and others) will not be considered in this article, since the way Karazin
saw their place in the triad ‘ours-alien-other’ requires a special investigation.

More than fifteen hundred books and articles published in nineteen countries are
devoted to the life and work of Karazin. Some of these studies touch on his international
connections and concerns, including his proposals for the political unification of the
Balkan Slavs? and the question of his ethnic roots®. Overall, however, the subject has not
yet been explored in depth in academic literature.

Our study draws on several types of primary sources. The most important texts for
our purposes are Karazin’s own articles on various scientific, social, and political matters.
Many of them were published during the author’s lifetime?, and were subsequently
included in the collection of Works, Letters, and Papers of V. N. Karazin, edited by Dmytro

U T. I1. JanwreBckuvt, Bacuauii Hasapvebuu Kapasun (c 1773 no 1842 ee.), [w:] B. H. Kapasin. Liaroeu
Yy uaci 1 npocmopi: docaidxenna i mamepiaru, yxiam. O. I. Bosk, C. M. Kynenxo, Hayk. pen. C. I. ITocoxos,
Xapkis 2015, c. 31.

2 F. Fadner, Seventy years of pan-slavism in Russia, Karazin to Danilevskii, Washington 1962; 1. C. [To-
crsH, Cepbckoe boccmanue 1804-1813 ee. u udeu nosumuuecxott nepecrmpoiu 6 Oeo-Bocmounott E6pone, [w:]
Pycckast obrecTBeHHasi MBICIb M OajIKaHCKMe Hapofsl: ot Pammimesa 1o gekabpricros, Mocksa 1980,
c. 68-81; C. 1O. Crpamtsiok, Bacuiv Kapasin ma Ilepuie cepbevke nobemanns 1804-1813 pp., [w:] B. H. Ka-
pasin. Jiasoeu y uaci i npocmopi: docaioxenus i mamepiaru, ykiap,. O. 1. Bosk, C. M. Kynernko, Hayk. per,.
C. I. TTocoxos, Xapxkis 2015, c. 237-247.

3 M. T. Crarues, «2muuueckue obpasvi» B. H. Kapasuna 6 ucmopuu u ucmopuoepagpuu, [w:] B. H. Ka-
pasin. Jiasoeu y uaci i npocmopi: docaioxenus i mamepiaru, ykiap,. O. 1. Bosk, C. M. Kynernko, Hayk. per,.
C. L. ITocoxos, Xapkis 2015, c. 207-217; O. V1. BoBk, Basxanckue Bepcuu npoucxoxderus Bacuus Kapasuna
6 omeuecmBennoi ucmopuueckoil Aumepanype (Kauomempudeckutl acnekm), «JpuHOBCEKUY 30ipHUK», T. 9
(2016), c. 376-382.

* B. H. Kapaswms, [osacnumeavnas sanucka x «[Ipednauepmanuto Xapvrobcxoeo ynubepcumema», «Pyc-
CKasi cTapvHa», T. 13 (1875), Ne 5, c. 71-76.
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Bahalii®>. We also use a wide range of ego-documents. Karazin’s letters help clarify
certain aspects of his biography and contain valuable reflections on pressing scientific
and social issues of the day. A large part of Karazin's epistolary legacy was collected
by Bahalii in the above volume; some letters have appeared in other publications®.
However, heuristic work enabled us to identify valuable unpublished letters by Karazin
preserved in several archives’, which provided us with some important insights. Letters
to Karazin® and memoirs by his contemporaries® illuminate the circle of his social
contacts, which is essential for our study. Vital information can also be gleaned from
documents relating to his immediate family™.

The article makes use of the methodological approaches of global history as a
product of another round of globalization at the turn of the 21st century, and one of its
forms in particular - entangled history, focusing on the study of networks, migrations,
and the process of interaction between groups, peoples, states, and cultures'. One
of the key concepts of global history is that of the ‘imperial meridian’, reflecting
the unprecedented rise of the imperial factor in the context of global and European
developments in the 19th century. The principles and approaches of global history
appear promising for the study of the ‘long’ 19th century in the socio-cultural space of
Europe in general and Ukraine in particular'>. They may open up new possibilities for
exploring the life of Vasyl Karazin as one of the most remarkable figures of Ukrainian
history in this period.

2. Research results.

2.1. Foreign lands in the Karazin family history.

The question of Karazin’s ethnic roots is one of the most contentious for his
biographers. It is not only his nationality that is subject to debate, but also the possibility
of coming to a clear and unambiguous conclusion on this issue at all”®. The question,
however, is important and deserves special consideration, because the factor of ethnic

5 Couunenus, nucoma u 6ymaeu B. H. Kapasuna, cobpannvie u pedaxmupobannvie npogp. 1. 1. Baeasreem,
Xaprwkos 1910, XIX, 926 c.

¢ H. H. Kaoppwar, K ucmopuu peaxyuonnvix nacmpoenutl wauasa XIX Bexa: I1o Heu30aHHbIM NUCOMAM
B. H. Kapasuna, ITpara 1925.

7 Poccuiickuvi TocylapCcTBeHHBIV McTOprdecKiit apxub: ¢. 899, bobpurckre, om. 1, 1. 801, ITucsmo
Kapasuna Bacuaus Hasapobuua, cepxanma setib-ebapouu Cemerobcroeo noaka, 6 0arvHeniuiem yuernoeo u obuje-
cmbennoeo desmens, CamotinoBy Asexcandpy Huxoraebuuy ¢ npoutenuem o Gkanouenuu eeo 6 cocmab Bviesna-
towert 6 Koncmanmunonoas pycckoi muccuu 04 noceujenus boaeapuu, ede npoxubaiom e2o podcmbennuxu,
. 1-2.

8 1. V. baranew, 3amemxu u mamepuast no ucmopuu XapvioBcxoeo yuubepcumema. Hobvie danmvle 015
ouoepagpuu B. H. Kapasuna, Xapekos 1905.

°  Inebnux Imovena iomona o eeo npuesde 6 Poccuio 6 1803 e., «I'onoc mymEysmero», Ne 3 (1913),
c. 80-108.

10 M. Cranues, O. BoBk, Hobi apxibni mamepiaru 3 icmopii pooy Kapasinux, «JpvHOBCHKMT 30ip-
HUK», T. 14 (2021), c. 195-214.

1 1. Konecamx, I1obasvua icmopis. Iemopis nonams, Kuis 2019, c. 8-9.

2 1. Konecuuk, «Yxpaincoxe XIX cmoaimmsa» 6 mepminax i nonsmmax raobasvnoi icmopii, «yKpain-
CBKMVI icTOpVaHM XXypHaiT», Ne 5 (2022), c. 121-133.

1. V. Baraet, 3amemiu u mamepuaist no ucmopuu Xapvkobcxoeo yrnubepcumema. HoBvie anmvie 015
ouoepagpuu B. H. Kapasuna, Xapekos 1905, c. 2-3.
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self-identification is often used to explain Karazin’s interest in various foreign policy
issues, which will be discussed further below.

Karazin was connected by blood to various peoples of Central and Southern
Europe. We know that his mother came from the ancient Kovalevsky family, whose
representatives left the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth to settle in the lands of
Sloboda Ukraine in the mid-17th century. This probably explains why some authors
speak of Polish roots in Karazin’s genealogy. However, the Kovalevskys’ kinship with
members of the Polish and Lithuanian szlachta is probably a family legend™. It appears
more likely that on his mother’s side Karazin was a Ukrainian®.

As for Karazin’s ancestors on his father’s side, they are known to have come from
the Balkan Peninsula, finding home in Muscovy in the early 18th century. According to
one theory, Karazin’s ancestors hailed from the Principality of Moldavia, which enabled
some mid-20th-century researchers to rank him among the eminent representatives
of the Romanian nation'®. However, the Karazins themselves did not identify as
Romanians; the family lore and official records privilege the Bulgarian, Serbian, and
Greek versions of their origin.

According to legend, the founder of the Karazin family was Grigory Karadzha, a
Phanariot Greek and the archbishop of Sofia. However, so far it has not been possible to
document the existence of a clergyman with that name'. At the same time, we should
note that for many ‘itinerant” (vyezzhie) noble families of the Russian Empire (that is,
those with a foreign ancestor who had settled in Muscovy/Russia) it was typical to trace
their history back to a legendary figure with an unclear social status, which helped such
families to claim various social and political benefits'®.

Karazin’s records do not offer clear and unequivocal evidence of his ethnic origin.
For example, in an 1804 letter to Adam Czartoryski, he indicates that his grandfather
was a Serb". A petition for approval of the family coat of arms, submitted to Emperor
Alexander I in 1807, declares that the Karazins belonged to “a family that came from
Bulgaria (which is still under Turkish rule)”?. The Formular List of Service of V. N. Karazin,
composed in 1829, states that “his grandfather was from among noble Greeks”?.

Some researchers associate this diversity of ‘ethnic images” with the possibility
that Karazin’s ancestors may have repeatedly changed homelands, which could result
in numerous mixed marriages®. It is also possible that Karazin simply did not draw a

14 10. O. Kac smenko, Cimenni icmopii podunu Kobasrebevkux, «36ipHuKk Haykoux mparms XHITY imeri
I'. C. Cxosopomm. Cepis: Icmopis ma eeoepacpis, Bt 54 (2018), c. 147.

5 1O. A. JlaBpinenko, Bacuav Kapasun. Apximexm Bidpodxenns, Mrorxen 1975, c. 36.

16 G. Bezviconi, Profiluri de ieri si de azi. Articole, Bucuresti 1943, p. 29.

7 M. Cranues, O. Bosk, H. Kpaceko, Hasap Asexcandpobuy Kapasun 6 c6eme 1Hoboix 0oxymenimob,
«Revista de Etnologie si Culturologie», Ne 24 (2018), c. 104.

8 C. B. Mteny, «Buiessxue» 06opanckue podst 6 Poccuu, «3armmicku icropmdaHoro dakymsreTy Onech-
KOTO lep>kKaBHOTO yHiBepcuTeTy», BuL 7 (1998), c. 210-215.

1 Couunenus, nucema u 6ymaeu B. H. Kapasuna, cobpannvie u pedaxmupobannsie npocp. I1. U. baeasreem,
Xaprekos 1910, c. 36.

2 Tbidem, c. 685.

2 Tbidem, c. 762.

2 A.T. bonebpyx, C. M. Kynenko, A. B. Xpinouxin, Bacuav Hasapobuu Kapasin (1773-1842), Xapkis
2005, c. 50.
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sharp distinction between the Orthodox Greeks, Bulgarians, and Serbs®. As modern
ethnologists and anthropologists acknowledge, as a result of the historical upheavals in
the region, the Balkan peoples were intermixed more than the nations of any other part
of Europe, and even based on anthropological indicators no Balkan country could boast
of ‘ethnic purity’®. Finally, claiming ‘multiple identities” allowed Karazin to actualize
any one of them depending on the needs of the moment®.

It is noteworthy that both ancestors and descendants of Vasyl Karazin were
directly involved in military-political events in the Balkan Peninsula during the 18th
and 19th centuries. For example, his father Nazar Oleksandrovych was sent to the
Balkans on an intelligence-gathering mission during the Russo-Turkish War of 1768-
1774, and subsequently took part in the hostilities and commanded a detachment®.
Notably, a certificate issued to Nazar Karazin in 1764 stated that he was “in service from
the Bulgarian nation”?. And he himself testified that in March 1768 he “was released
to go to my fatherland, Bulgaria, to receive some inheritance due to me after the death
of an uncle”®. It is also interesting that Vasyl Karazin wrote in 1791 that he had close
relatives on his father’s side in Bulgaria®.

Vasyl Karazin’ eldest son Vasyl Vasyliovych entered military service after
graduating from Kharkiv University, fought in the Russo-Turkish War of 1828-
1829, and was seriously wounded in the Battle of Varna®. And one grandson of the
founder of Kharkiv University, writer and artist Mykola Karazin, participated as a war
correspondent first in the Serbian-Turkish (1876-1877) and then Russo-Turkish (1877-
1878) wars, the latter of which ended with the liberation of Bulgaria from Ottoman rule
and declaration of independence of Romania, Serbia, and Montenegro®.

As for the Greek line, it was continued in the family of another son of Vasyl Karazin
- Filadelf Vasyliovych. After completing his studies at Kharkiv University, he lived for a
long time in the city of Mykolaiv, where he worked at the Black Sea Fleet headquarters.

 M.T. Crangues, «Dmuuueckue odpasvi» B. H. Kapasuna 6 ucmopuu u ucmopuoepagpuu, [w:] B. H. Ka-
pasin. Jiasoeu y uaci i npocmopi: docaioxenus i mamepiaru, ykiap,. O. I. Bosk, C. M. Kynernko, Hayk. pen,.
C. I. TTocoxos, Xapxkis 2015, c. 208.

% B. Hamosesa, Moban LIBuuy 06 smuuveckux npoyeccax na baixanax, «Imagines mundi: amemaHax
vccnenoBanmit Bceobment ncropum XVI—XX BB. Cepust basikannka», b 2 (2010), Ne 7, c. 83.

» M.T. Crangues, «Dmuuueckue odpasvi» B. H. Kapasuna 6 ucmopuu u ucmopuoepagpuu, [w:] B. H. Ka-
pasin. Jiasoeu y uaci i npocmopi: docaioxenus i mamepiaru, ykiap,. O. I. Bosk, C. M. Kynernko, Hayk. pen,.
C. I. TTocoxos, Xapxkis 2015, c. 208.

% M. Cranues, O. Bosk, H. Kpacsko, Hasap Asexcandpobuu Kapasun 6 cbeme Hoboix 0oxymenmob,
«Revista de Etnologie si Culturologie», Ne 24 (2018), c. 107-109.

¥ M. Cranues, O. BoBk, Hobi apxibni mamepiaru 3 icmopii pooy Kapasinux, «JpvHOBCHKMT 30ip-
HUK», T. 14 (2021), c. 198.

% Ibidem.

¥ PoccuVICKUT TOCyHapCTBeHHBIVI MCTOpIaecKuit apxus: . 899, bobpmrckme, om. 1, A. 801, ITuce-
mo Kapasuna Bacuaus Hasapobuua, cepxanma senb-eBapouu Cemenobckoeo noaxa, 6 datvHeriuiem yueHo20 U
obujecmBennoeo desmens, CamoiiroBy Arexcandpy Hukoraebuuy c npouieruem o Bxatouenuu eeo 6 cocmab Goi-
esxarouyett 6 Koncmanmunonoas pycckon muccuu 045 noceujenus boseapuu, 20e npoxubBatom e2o podcmbennuxu,
1. 1-2.

% H. M. bepestok, Jocmotusie c6oeeo pooa (k cemenromy nopmpeny Kapasunvix), [w:] B. H. Kapasin.
Hiaroeu y uaci 1 npocmopi: docaidxenna i mamepiasu, ykiag,. O. 1. Bosx, C. M. Kynenxo, Hayk. pen. C. I. ITo-
coxoB, Xapkis 2015, c. 198.

3t Ibidem, c. 203-204.
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Here he married Evgenia Tsats, daughter of Rear Admiral Theodosius Tsats, who came
from the Black Sea Greeks. It is noteworthy that the groom’s guarantors were his father
Vasyl Karazin and Major General Panteley Adamopulo, of Greek origin®.

2.2. Foreign connections in Karazin’s educational work.

Karazin is perhaps best known for his endeavors in the field of education. He was
directly involved in the modernization of higher and secondary schooling in the Russian
Empire, proposing a number of pedagogical ideas that were innovative for his time. Karazin
himself did not have a systematic education, but throughout his life he tirelessly pursued
self-learning, observing that “we all teach and study until our death. Unhappy is he who
imagines that there is nothing left for him to know”?®.

His passion for learning prompted Karazin to attempt to travel abroad in 1798. Denied
a passport, the 25-year-old Sloboda-Ukrainian landowner with his 16-year-old pregnant
wife resolved to leave the country illegally. The couple planned to cross the Neman in the
city of Kaunas (absorbed into the Russian Empire as a result of the third partition of the
Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth only three years earlier) and enter Prussian territory, but
was detained and arrested. In his Statement on Myself, given on 1 October 1798*, Karazin
professed that he had planned to settle near Hamburg and spend several years there,
devoting this time to education “amidst an enlightened society, amidst nature brought to
enviable perfection by art, amidst the best ways to nourish one’s morality”®.

Educational travel, of course, was a common practice among young aristocrats at
the turn of the 19th century. Russian noble youths, as a rule, made a long tour of foreign
countries lasting from one and a half to three years, usually visiting Italy, France, Britain,
and Switzerland; among German cities, Hamburg was most often chosen. Such voyages,
which were expensive and complex enterprises from the logistical point of view, typically
involved not only familiarization with Western European history and culture, but also
study at prestigious universities or schools®. It can be assumed that Karazin had in mind
something similar (as far as his means would have allowed).

We know that he wrote a repentant letter to Emperor Paul I from jail®’, after which
he was granted a royal audience, released, and assigned to state service in the Collegium of
Medicine.

Soon after the accession of Alexander I to the throne in March 1801, Karazin had an
anonymous letter delivered to the young emperor, sharing his original thoughts on the need
for liberal reforms in the Russian Empire. Among other things, he wrote about educational
issues™®.

%2 1. B. TaBpwios, E. B. ITonomapesa, Kapasunuvi: nuxosaebekue pearuu, [w:] Cro6’ancekuil assmanax,
Muxkostais 2008, c. 44-45.

% Couunenus, nucema u 6ymaeu B. H. Kapasuna, cobpannvie u pedaxmupobannsie npocp. I1. U. baeasreem,
Xapwkos 1910, c. 129.

3 Hereafter, dates are given in the old style.

% Ibidem, c. 613.

% B. beperosirg, E6ponetickue odpasobamenvivie nymeuwiecmbus pycckux apucmoxpamob, [w:] Moeas boc-
numanus 0bopsaucmba 6 E6pone XVII-XIX bexa, pen. B. C. Pxeynxwm, V. V. ®emoxnn, B. beperosuy,
M. B. JlaBpuaOBIY, Mocksa 2018, c. 430-433.

3 Couunenus, nucema u 6ymaeu B. H. Kapasuna, cobpannvie u pedaxmupobannsie npocp. 1. U. baeasreem,
Xaprkos 1910, c. 610-612.

3 Ibidem, c. 11.
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Alexander I liked Karazin’s courage, sincerity, and sharpness of thought; the
young man soon became part of the monarch’s closest circle and his career advanced
rapidly. From the beginning of 1802, he was appointed scribe to the Special Committee,
whose mission was to review the statutes of the Imperial Academy of Sciences, Russian
Academy, and Moscow University, bring them into line with the current needs of
public education, compare them with the best foreign models, and make the necessary
adjustments on this basis®.

After the establishment in September 1802 of the Ministry of Popular Education
and creation of the Commission on Schools under it (which was tasked with developing
a plan for an empire-wide educational system and setting up school districts centered
on universities), Karazin was appointed ‘manager of affairs’ (secretary) of the
commission®. In this office, he did everything in his power to make sure his native
Kharkiv appeared on the list of potential university centers (which initially it did not).

Even earlier, in December 1801, Karazin enlisted the support of the marshal of
the nobility of the Sloboda Ukraine Governorate Vasyl Donets-Zakharzhevsky, and
in the late summer of 1802 convinced the local nobles of the advisability of founding
a university in Kharkiv and the need to raise money for this purpose*’. Notably,
describing the beneficial effect that opening a university could have on the city,
Karazin compared Kharkiv to ancient Athens*.

Itisimportant to keep in mind that by the turn of the 19th century many European
societies had gradually begun to adopt a meritocratic model: the estate principle
of access to high office was replaced by the educational one, and the importance of
university education for the nobility began to increase®. The establishment of Kharkiv
University can be seen as a natural consequence of this change*.

On 24 January 1803, the Kharkiv school district was created, with Count Seweryn
Potocki appointed as its curator. The actual work of setting up a university from
scratch was entrusted to Karazin and the legal scholar Illia Tymkivsky, one of the new
institution’s first professors. For the most part, this work revolved around economic
and financial matters and included such tasks as preparing university buildings and
organizing a library, a printing house, and other necessary departments.

The search for professors was taking place at the same time. The main focus
was on the countries of Central and Western Europe, because the Russian Empire by
the beginning of the 19th century did not have enough specialists to fill all vacancies
in the newly created universities. The leading role in the initial selection of faculty
for Kharkiv University was played by Seweryn Potocki, who enlisted the help of the

¥ 0. E. I'pauesa, «[losBovime mHe bvims nosesnvim!»: Bacuruti Hasapobuu Kapasun na eocydapcmbBentoi
cayokbe u 6 obuecmbennon xusnuu Poccuu nepbon mpemu XIX 6., Mocksa 2012, c. 53.

4 Tbidem, c. 59.

“A.T. bonebpyx, C. M. Kynenxo, A. B. Xpimoukin, Bacuav Hasapobuu Kapasin (1773-1842), Xapkis
2005, c. 142-144.

2 Couunenus, nucema u 6ymaeu B. H. Kapasuna, cobpannvie u pedaxmupobannsie npocp. 1. Y. Baeaseem,
Xapwkos 1910, c. 535.

% B. bepenosiy, B. Pxeyrixumi, V. ®emioxun, Efponericioe 06opsancmbo u s6oatoyua e2o udeatob boc-
numanus, [w:] Moeas Bocnumanus 06opancmba 6 E6pone XVII-XIX bexa, pen, B. C. Pxeynxwz, V. V. depro-
kxuH, B. bepemnosira, M. B. JlaspurOoBITa, Mocksa 2018, c. 29-30.

# JI. Ilocoxosa, Hoburumayus xazayxon cmapuiunst Temmanuunst u Cro600ckott Yxpaunst u 36orioyus
cmpameeuti Bocnumanua 6 ee cpede 8 X VIII bexe, [w:] Ibidem, c. 80.
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famous German thinker, writer, natural scientist, and statesman Johann-Wolfgang
von Goethe®.

Karazin, however, was also involved, negotiating with prominent intellectuals
of the era and trying to recruit them to Kharkiv University. Thus, in July 1803 he met
in St. Petersburg with the Swiss political writer and editor Etienne Dumont, who was
traveling in Russia at the time, and offered him the position of professor of political
economy*. And in the summer of 1804 he sent a letter to one of the leading lights of
German classical philosophy Johann Gottlieb Fichte, with an offer to move to Kharkiv
and take a university chair”. In both cases, he received a polite refusal. The Karazin
family also kept letters from the French physicist and mathematician Poisson, German
naturalist Reich, scientists Laband, Hildebrandt, and others who responded kindly to an
invitation to settle in Kharkiv*.

Karazin also thought about what the newly-created university would look like
from an organizational point of view. In 1802, he drew up a Blueprint of Kharkiv University*
- a kind of draft statute for the institution. It described the number and specialization of
university departments and ‘higher schools’, and the projected geographical makeup of
the student body. The project was presented before the Assembly of the Nobility of the
Sloboda Ukraine Governorate when the question of establishing a university was being
decided. A little later, Karazin submitted the Blueprint to the Commission on Schools,
adding an explanatory note in which he stated that he had produced the document
without regard to the traditions obtaining in Western European universities: “Perhaps
the main drawback of this project is that I believed us to be living in a time when it is
necessary to create rather than imitate, finding ourselves in a position that allows us
freedom from all prejudices”®.

Thus, explaining his desire to bring together several ‘higher schools” under the
roof of the university, thereby integrating elements of secondary and higher, as well as
vocational and general, education, Karazin wrote:

Why I considered it necessary to unite them under one, so to speak, roof,
instead of scattering them around, as was done in France, for example, a
country worthy, however, of imitation in everything else related to popular
education, the answer to this is very simple: there, the compression of space
allows everyone who wants to devote himself to any specialization to choose
without difficulty any school, and, moreover, the country’s means there
are much more considerable. In our country, given the enormous distances
between settlements and the scarcity of internal means, it seemed to me
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requisite to have one learning center common to all neighboring provinces,
where people of every rank and every condition could find the means for their
specialized education...”.

At a meeting of the Main Board of Schools (a body created on the basis of the
Commission on Schools), it was decided to accept Karazin’s project as the template in
formulating a statute for all universities of the Russian Empire®. However, the idea
of fashioning a new, original document that would not rely on the existing Western
European models was subsequently rejected by the Ministry of Popular Education. On
5 November 1804, Alexander I signed the University Statute, which bore virtually no
trace of the influence of Karazin’s Blueprint®.

One of the reasons for Karazin’s failure in this matter was probably the gradual
cooling of the emperor’s feelings towards him, caused, on the one hand, by the
intrigues of jealous courtiers and, on the other, by the reckless behavior of Karazin
himself, who could be impulsive, impetuous, and harsh in his statements. In the end,
these factors led to his dismissal from the university project and resignation.

The formal reason for Karazin’s removal was that he invited to Kharkiv artisans
from the capital and foreign artists and acquired a collection of 2,477 works of art for
5,000 rubles, paid from the university treasury. In his plans for the university, Karazin
placed great emphasis on artistic education. The purchase, which included engravings
by Diirer and Raimondi, etchings by Castiglione, and drawings by Goltzius, Guercino,
Giordano, Boucher, Van Dyck, Mengs, and other Western European masters, became
the first public art collection in Ukraine. It was the pride of Kharkiv University’s
Museum of Fine Arts, and subsequently played an invaluable role in the development
of art history and museology in Sloboda Ukraine®*. However, at the time when not
all the necessary equipment, books, and furniture had yet been purchased and the
professorial quarters had not yet been furnished, the value and necessity of such an
acquisition was not at all obvious. In the end, on 27 August 1804, the emperor signed
a decree dismissing Karazin (with a formal promotion - he was granted the rank of
state councilor)®.

In retirement, Karazin lived on his estate in the village of Kruchyk, 70 versts
from Kharkiv. In 1806, he opened there a school for peasant children (the first in
Sloboda Ukraine), and in 1842, among the first commentators in the Russian Empire,
he advocated giving access to education to daughters of serf peasants (the poorest
and least protected social group). His projects in the sphere of peasant schooling were
early manifestations of a trend that spread among the nobility of Left-Bank Ukraine
in the first half of the 19th century, stimulated not only by the humanistic ideals of
the era, but also, or perhaps primarily, by a rational desire to prepare a qualified
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workforce capable of maintaining the operation of a landowner’s estate with skill and
competence®.

Educational issues occupied Karazin not only as a public figure, but also as the
father of seven children. Interestingly, Karazin and his spouse differed in their views
on proper secondary education: Vasyl Nazarovych championed the advantages of the
public, institutional approach, while his wife Oleksandra Vasylivha was a proponent
of home schooling with the help of private tutors”. The former position was more
progressive, but the latter was more characteristic of the imperial nobility during this
period. Teachers, especially native ones, were often treated with disdain and mistrust,
and the thought that, in gymnasiums, their progeny would rub shoulders with the low-
born was unbearable to many among the nobility*.

Trust in tutors who were native speakers of French, on the other hand, was much
higher and often unfounded. It was not entirely uncommon for erstwhile servants,
artisans, gardeners, or traveling salesmen, upon arrival in the Russian Empire, to
declare themselves tutors and be hired by noble families®. In one of his articles, Karazin
criticized the low qualifications of such mentors and called on parents to monitor
carefully what their children were being taught®.

At the same time, Karazin paid tribute to the Western European system of higher
education. Describing the dramatic changes Kharkiv had undergone over the first thirty
years since the founding of the university, he noted: “We are all chasing after European
education full speed ahead”*'.

Vasyl Karazin often tried to help young talented men who wished to go abroad
for study. For example, beginning in 1810 he corresponded with the Swiss agronomist,
educator, and philanthropist Philipp Emanuel von Fellenberg - the founder of an
agricultural school, a boarding school for children of nobility, and a teachers” seminary
in the town of Hofwil near Bern. Fellenberg believed that low education was the cause
of poverty and sought to instill in the population the skills necessary to handle the latest
devices that made physical labor easier. Karazin broached the possibility of sending
several young men to study at Hofwil, and Fellenberg promised to forward an extract
from his letter to the princes Kurakin and Repnin (envoys of the Russian Empire in
Paris and Kassel) with a request for support®>. We do not know whether it was thanks
to Karazin’s intercession or whether other factors were at work, but in 1813, by order
of Alexander I, seven young men from the Russian Empire went to Hofwil for study®.

In 1842, Karazin also patronized the young Kharkiv artist Yehor Koltunovsky,
who sought to go to Italy to improve his skills. Karazin led a fundraising campaign
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among the Kharkiv nobility and clergy and solved the issue of the aspiring artist’s room
and board abroad - however, the trip fell through because Koltunovsky’s father was
reluctant to let his son go on a long journey on his own®.

Karazin himself never gave up the thought of going abroad. Thus, in 1831 he
spoke of his desire to found a university in Sofia, which was then under the rule of
the Ottoman Porte. The educator also wrote about going to Istanbul and ‘ending his
days’ there, for which purpose he sought the patronage of the Turkish dignitary Khalil
Resid Pasha, who had recently passed through Kharkiv®. However, keeping in mind
the fact that his father and one of his sons participated in Russo-Turkish wars (including
reconnaissance work), it is possible that Vasyl Karazin also harbored the idea of some
kind of a ‘secret mission’. In any case, these plans were not destined to come true.

2.3. Foreign lands in Karazin’s socio-political views.

Karazin developed an interest in social and political issues fairly early in life. In
1792, at the age of 19, he embarked on a three-year journey around the Russian Empire
with the goal to better understand the state of public affairs. We may suppose that the
idea came from Aleksandr Radishchev’s Journey from St. Petersburg to Moscow®®.

At different times, current events abroad drew Karazin’s attention and inspired
him to produce various schemes and projects. Sometimes he justified his interest by
family history. This was the case, for example, in 1804, when the recently retired Karazin
appealed to the Minister of Foreign Affairs Adam Czartoryski, and through him to the
emperor, about helping the anti-Ottoman Serbian uprising that had just broken out in
the Balkans. He supposed that the Bosnians would soon come to the aid of the Serbs and
in short order a new state would emerge - a ‘Kingdom of the Slovenes’. Karazin offered
his services as an emissary to the Balkans®.

The idea probably arose under the influence of immigrants from Serbia whom
Karazin had invited to teach at Kharkiv University (for example, Todor Filippovich)®.
We may surmise that Karazin was motivated not only by his stated desire to help ‘his
native people’®, but also by a hope to return to public service. His proposal did not find
support, but eventually he was recognized in historiography as a forerunner of the idea
of Pan-Slavism, which greatly influenced the European intellectual community™.
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It is worth noting that throughout his life Karazin maintained an interest in issues
of general history and world economy, which enabled him to pepper his works with
examples drawn from the history and current affairs of many European, Asian, and North
and South American countries.

In his socio-political views, Karazin quickly drifted from liberalism to conservatism
and remained a conservative for most of his life. Thus, we know that in his youth he
was enthusiastic about the ideas of the French Revolution, but already in March 1801, in
his anonymous letter to Alexander I, he called them ‘disastrous’”, and later ‘deceitful
He clearly belonged to that part of the nobility of the Russian Empire which sensed an
impending social storm and a potential threat coming from the widespread revolutionary
sentiments and was eager to prevent a replay of such events on their own soil”.

In many of Karazin’s writings, the “French coup’” served as a kind of “anti-model’
of social development. For instance, in the report On Learned Societies and Periodical
Compositions in Russia, read on 1 March 1820 at a meeting of the Free Society of Lovers
of Russian Literature in St. Petersburg, he admonished: “The favored basis of our writers
[...] can be neither the imaginary rights of humanity nor freedom of conscience, so much
glorified and misused in the 18th century””. This speech caused a scandal within the ranks
of the society, which eventually split into two opposing wings, while Karazin himself was
expelled from its membership.

Karazin was alarmed by the growing intellectual agitation in society, which he
reported to the Minister of Internal Affairs Count Viktor Kochubey in April 1820:

Our troops are beginning to get closer to the people and that, therefore, the
time is not far off when they, like the those of the French in 1789, as soon as the
government wants to use them against [the people], will go over to their side.
[...] Young people of the first families admire French liberty and do not hide
their desire to introduce it in their fatherland”7.

Around the same time, he wrote to Emperor Alexander I as well: “This is exactly
how echoes of the well-intentioned sounded in France before the onset of the disastrous
coup, and this is exactly how they were ignored”””.

Note that these statements contradicted Karazin’s youthful beliefs: for example,
one of the reasons for his already discussed attempt to leave the country illegally with his
wife (a serf peasant) in 1798 was the hope that “in a distant land the difference between
the estates and titles of the spouses” would be leveled”.
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Karazin persisted in sharing his concerns with the powers that be until
November 1820, followed by an unexpected denouement: he was accused of inciting
the mutiny of the Semenovsky Regiment and imprisoned in the Shlisselburg Fortress,
where he was kept for six months. His innocence was obvious, but the authorities
were understandably unhappy with the sharp criticism of their policies that filled
Karazin’s letters and reports in those years”. The possibility of his arrest or expulsion
from the capital was discussed in October by the emperor himself®.

This was not the first time Karazin was arrested for political reasons. We know
that between 1806 and 1808 he sent several letters to the emperor and senior dignitaries
in which he outlined his vision of domestic and foreign policy and presumed to give
advice to the monarch. For example, in November 1806 he wrote to Alexander I about
the benefits of morality, noting that this virtue was not valued by Western European
rulers. He also spoke out against the dominance of the French language in Russian
high society®. Similar ideas were expressed in a letter to the emperor written in July
1807%. In September of the same year, in a note submitted to the new Minister of
Foreign Affairs Nikolay Rumyantsev, Karazin advised breaking the alliance with
England and strengthening trade relations with France and its dependents Italy,
Spain, and Portugal®.

Finally, in November 1808 Karazin sent to the emperor a treatise entitled
On Non-Interference in European Affairs®. In it, he proposed an original vision of the
policy of international neutrality. He believed that the Russian Empire needed to
sever diplomatic relations with all other countries, bring back all troops from abroad,
and focus on domestic political affairs and on strengthening the economy. All these
writings by Karazin were sharply critical of the political course pursued by Alexander
I. It is not surprising that in the end he was imprisoned for eight days in the Kharkiv
guardhouse and then signed a written promise that he would no longer bother the
monarch with “insolent papers” and “pass judgement on matters that are not his
concern”®.

Itisinteresting thatin September 1826 Karazin wrote aletter to Emperor Nicholas
I in which he tried to explain the motives of his earlier political activism, assuring the
monarch that it was dictated only by the desire to draw the attention of the authorities
to the causes and possible consequences of an impending social implosion and did
not have any criminal intent. At the same time, we may note Karazin’s reproach that
“it was not right to keep driving us closer to Europe, starting from as far back as the
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16th century, if the autocrat wants to remain above public opinion and law, if he
punishes the most loyal, behind closed doors, filial representations regarding this
matter”®,

In subsequent years, Karazin continued from time to time to make attempts to
convey his ideas to the government. For example, in 1837, in a letter to the chief of
gendarmes Alexander von Benckendorff, he expressed hopes for an increase in exports.
To this end, he proposed to found a new city on the Black Sea coast of the Caucasus, near
Pitsunda, which would sit at the intersection of the trade routes to Europe in the west
and to Persia and India in the south?. The idea did not find support, but neither did it
bring punishment on the head of its author.

Thus, throughout his life Karazin produced numerous and ambitious
‘international” projects, which brought him some notoriety and, alas, the reputation of a
restless and extravagant man. On the one hand, this urge to express himself was a trait
of his personality; but on the other, his eccentricity can be seen as a peculiar cultural
manifestation of the transformative era in which he lived and worked®.

2.4. The role of foreign connections in Karazin’s scientific endeavors.

Vasyl Karazin is remembered as the first Ukrainian encyclopedist. His interests
ranged wide across the natural and social sciences and the humanities. Some of his
ideas were innovative on a planetary scale. For example, in 1810 he was the first in the
world to propose the creation of a network of meteorological stations, recognizing the
importance of systematic weather observation for agriculture and the military arts®. In
1823, he was also the first scientist to attempt the synthesis of an artificial diamond®.
His other applied projects strove for a socio-economic effect on a more limited, regional
scale and were implemented primarily on his own estate.

The desire to reform the management of landed estates and introduce new
methods for land cultivation, crop processing, and other such tasks was characteristic
of many Left-Bank nobles in the late 18th and first half of the 19th centuries®. However,
Karazin stood out among his peers by the breadth of his thought and the ability to pose
and non-trivially solve far-reaching scientific problems, both applied and theoretical.

Proposing various innovations, Karazin dreamed that, once realized in his
homeland, they would enable his hometown to stand on a par with the best world
capitals. For example, having put forward a scheme for the improvement of Kharkiv’s
rivers, he wrote: “The city of my fatherland, dear Kharkiv! How I wish [...] that you
would serve as an example for sumptuous London and luxurious [...] Paris!”*
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In 1811, Karazin founded in Kharkiv the Philotechnical Society, the first public
association of its kind in Ukraine and the Russian Empire, which operated until 1818.
Its purpose was to disseminate achievements of science and technology and encourage
industrial development. Members of the society worked on improving the methods of
saltpeter production, wine distillation, agronomy, and animal husbandry, made canned
foods and concentrates, introduced new agricultural equipment, and promoted the
construction of sugar refineries and other food processing enterprises®. The society’s
activities spanned the entire Kharkiv school district. Most of its members belonged to the
nobility; it also numbered a few women among its ranks, which was rare at the time®.

Karazin understood the importance of free and speedy exchange of ideas between
researchers and tried to keep his finger on the pulse of global scientific thought. Living
in a remote province, with his ability to send and receive correspondence often limited,
he found ways to subscribe to foreign scientific journals. Karazin tirelessly reminded his
comrades in the Philotechnical Society of the importance of such communication. Thus, in
the programmatic Address on the Benefits of Education for Home Economics, read at the first
meeting of the society, he asserted:

The experience of centuries and lands distant from us is laid out before our eyes.
[...] The paths to communicating the truth have never been so equal and easy.
Learned men of Stockholm and Calcutta, Paris, London, and Philadelphia are
ready to be our guides. True enlightenment has nothing to do with national
jealousy. In the midst of the war dividing peoples and governments, it demands
us to honor all humans who seek it...%.

The society’s meetings usually discussed various improving ideas proposed by its
members and science news from around the world. The latter, as a rule, were announced
by Karazin, who drew them from the journals he subscribed to and correspondence with
learned men abroad.

In an effort to raise the prestige of the Philotechnical Society and give wider
publicity to its activities, Karazin proposed to confer honorary memberships on a
number of prominent foreign scientists. As of 16 March 1815, the society’s ranks included
Alexander von Humboldt (the German naturalist, geographer, and traveler whose work
laid the foundation for biogeography and modern geomagnetic and meteorological
monitoring); the French chemist and statesman, author of one of the world’s first books on
industrial chemistry Jean-Antoine Claude Chaptal; British agricultural chemist, physicist,
and geologist, one of the founders of electrochemistry Humphry Davy; German doctor,
agriculturalist, soil scientist, and founder of German agricultural science Albrecht Daniel
Thaer; German chemist, pharmaceutical scientist, and technologist who greatly influenced
the chemical thinking of his time Sigismund Friedrich Hermbst4dt; the already-mentioned
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Swiss philanthropist and educator Philipp Emanuel von Fellenberg; and a certain Wilhelm
Girard, whom it has not been possible to identify®*. As we can see, Karazin sought out
innovative thinkers and practitioners among whom he looked like an equal among equals
in terms of intellectual potential.

Karazin knew some of these figures (for instance, Fellenberg) by correspondence
even before the founding of the Philotechnical Society””. He communicated with some
others through the mediation of Alexey Arakcheyev, a statesman and military figure very
close to the emperor. For example, in the spring of 1814, when Count Arakcheyev (also
elected an honorary member of the Philotechnical Society) was in France during the War
of the Sixth Coalition against Napoleon, Karazin appealed to him for help in conveying
diplomas to foreign honorary members of the society. The addressee particularly noted
the presence of the French chemist Chaptal on the list and wrote: “I consider it a kind of
triumph to deliver this diploma to him in the midst of a most terrible military storm”®®.

Some of the scientists listed above Karazin met personally. For example, when
Alexander von Humboldt visited Moscow in 1829, Karazin presented him with a toad
embalmed in creosote (or, as he called this substance, pyrogonone), which he had invented®.
Karazin discussed with the German naturalist his ideas about creating a network of
meteorological observatories and his project for a device that would accumulate electrical
energy from the upper layers of the atmosphere. He found support and a promise of
assistance abroad, although to this day we do not know for certain whether the conversation
had any tangible result'®. It is noteworthy that in 1827 Alexander von Humboldt was also
elected an honorary member of Kharkiv University'’.

The epistolary form of communication chosen by Karazin to form and
maintain a network of scientific contacts already looked archaic at the beginning of the
19th century. The ‘Republic of Scientists’ as a network of intellectuals emerged in Europe in
the late Middle Ages and flourished during the 17th and 18th centuries. By Karazin’s time,
it was universities that had become centers of attraction for intellectuals, who, moreover,
now had more opportunities for academic mobility.

However, we must stress that in the case of Karazin, who, due to the circumstances
already discussed, often found himself either secluded on his rural estate or occasionally
imprisoned, physical isolation from large centers of scientific thought was not a failing
but a misfortune. The ubiquitous ignorance and prejudice of the times should also not be
discounted. In one episode, when in 1824 Alexey Arakcheyev was traveling through the
Sloboda Ukraine Governorate, local peasants suffering from crop failure appealed to him
for relief. The count replied, “It’s strange that you are starving: near you lives a sorcerer
who brings rain and thunder down from the sky whenever he wants; speak to him,”
referring to Karazin's ideas about the possibility of weather forecasting'™.

% Ibidem, c. 300.

°7 Ibidem, c. 885-886.

% Ibidem, c. 707.

9 Ibidem, c. 503.

10 Jbidem, c. 404.

100 [Touecni usenu Xapxibevioeo yHibepcumemy: bioepagpiunuii do6ionux, ronos. pen. B. C. bakipos, XapkiB
2015, c. 91-92.

12 Coyunenus, nucema u 6ymaeu B. H. Kapasuna, cobpannvie u pedaxmupobannvie npocp. 1. Y. baeasreem,
Xapwkos 1910, c. 404.
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Let us note that many of the inventions proposed by Karazin (a steam heating
scheme'®, steamship engine design'®, and others) were subsequently ‘rediscovered’
and patented by foreign scientists. His discoveries were not properly appreciated
during his lifetime for a number of reasons, first among which was his reputation as
a troublemaker, an unpredictable and therefore dangerous figure. He was also not a
practical man, which he himself observed in his declining years: “Moving continuously
from one subject to another, I loved to investigate the causes of phenomena, to do
experiments without having in mind economic results: they would have distracted me
from science”'®.

Karazin was a member of a number of scientific societies in the Russian Empire,
but we have no evidence of his membership in any foreign associations. On the other
hand, some of his fundamental ideas initially found more support abroad than at home,
where recognition began to come only half a century after his death'®.

3. Conclusions.

Foreign countries and cultures left a tangible mark on the life and work of Vasyl
Karazin. They interested him from the political, economic, scientific, educational, and
cultural points of view, his emotional and rational perception of them varying from case
to case.

Thus, the countries of the Balkan Peninsula (first and foremost Bulgaria and
Serbia) were for Karazin ‘his own’: he followed events there with sympathy and proposed
solutions to issues these peoples were facing. Notably, another Balkan country, Greece,
with which the Karazins declared a family connection and which during the first third
of the 19th century was fighting for its independence, never attracted Karazin’s political
attention. It is also interesting that Karazin's perspective on the Ottoman Empire,
the main antagonist of the Orthodox peoples of the Balkans during this period, was
generally neutral.

Distant countries of Asia and North and South America (India, Persia, the United
States, Peru, and others) were looked upon by Karazin mainly as a source of examples
to be used to illustrate various economic and political arguments. European countries
within closer reach naturally figured more prominently in his thinking. Thus, he saw
Italy mostly as a preeminent center of the ‘fine arts’; Prussia and Switzerland interested
him more from the point of view of cooperation in the field of education and science; as
for England, his attitude towards that country was also driven by his scientific interests,
and his political view of it kept changing with the general balance of power on the
continent.

Karazin’s perception of France was more complex and contradictory. On the
one hand, he recognized its powerful political, economic, educational, and scientific
potential on a global scale. On the other hand, throughout much of his life, he opposed
in his writings the ‘liberties” introduced by the French Revolution into the European

1% Jbidem, c. 508.

14 Jbidem, c. 505-506.

15 Jbidem, c. 505.

16 Q. I. BoBk, Ilocmams Bacuaa Kapasina y npayax saxionoebponeiicokux ma niGHiuHOAMEPUKAHCOKUX
docaionuxib, «Cropinku ictopii», Burr. 55 (2022), c. 306-307.



220 Olha Vovk

socio-economic context. This stance was fraught with contradiction, because Karazin
often ended up defending liberal values in practice (the right to communicate freely to
the monarch one’s own vision of domestic and foreign policy issues as a form of freedom
of speech; the possibility of marriage between individuals of unequal social status as an
embodiment of freedom of conscience; equal access to education; and more). In our
view, this inconsistency can be explained by the transformative nature of the era in
which Karazin lived. The evolution of social institutions around him and his reaction to
such changes moved with varying speed and out of step.

Vasyl Karazin's life passed astride the ‘imperial meridian’, in the development
of which he took a direct part. And cultural transfer, manifest in all key aspects of this
historical figure’s biography, found an embodiment in his best-known project - Kharkiv
University.
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